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DAVID EDGERTON is the Hans Rausing Professor of the History of Science and 
Technology and Professor of Modern British History at King’s College London. A 
historian of science and technology and of twentieth-century Britain, he taught at 
the University of Manchester before becoming founding director of the Centre for 
the History of Science, Technology and Medicine at Imperial College London (1993-
2003). He was a Leverhulme Trust Major Research Fellow (2006-2009), and gave the 
2009 Wilkins-Bernal-Medawar Prize Lecture at the Royal Society of London. In 2013, 
he moved to King’s, where he chairs King’s Contemporary British History and is a co-
director of the Sir Michael Howard Centre for the History of War. He has appeared 
in many radio and TV programs and regularly gives talks to official and public bodies 
on a wide range of topics. He was educated at St. John’s College Oxford and Imperial 
College London. His many books include: Science, Technology and the British Industrial 
‘Decline’, 1870-1970 (1996); Warfare State: Britain, 1920-1970 (2005); The Shock of the 
Old: Technology and Global History since 1900 (2006); Britain’s War Machine: Weapons, 
Resources and Experts in the Second World War (2011); and The Rise and Fall of the 
British Nation: A Twentieth Century History (2018).
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