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TIMOTHY MITCHELL is the William B. Ransford Professor 
of Middle Eastern Studies at the Department of Middle Eastern, 
South Asian, and African Studies (MESAAS) at Columbia University. 
A political theorist and historian, his areas of research include the 
place of colonialism in the making of modernity, the material and 
technical politics of the Middle East, and the role of economics and 
other forms of expert knowledge in the government of collective 
life. He is the author and editor of several books, including Colonising 
Egypt (University of California Press, 1991), Rule of Experts: Egypt, 
Techno-Politics, Modernity (University of California Press, 2002), and 
Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil (Verso, 2012), and 
the forthcoming The Alibi of Capital: How We Broke the Earth to Steal 
the Future on the Promise of a Better Tomorrow (Verso, 2026). 
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