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SUNITA NARAIN is a writer and environmentalist. In 2016 she was 
named one of Time Magazine’s 100 most influential people. In 2005 she 
was awarded the Padma Shri (a top civilian state prize) by the Indian 
government. She also chaired the Tiger Task Force at the direction of 
the Prime Minister, to evolve an action plan for conservation in the 
country after the loss of tigers in Sariska. She has received the World 
Water Prize for work on rainwater harvesting and for its influence in 
building paradigms for community-based water management. She was 
a member of the Prime Minister’s Council for Climate Change and the 
National Ganga River Basin Authority. She has been with the Centre for 
Science and Environment (CSE) in New Delhi since 1982. She is currently 
director general of the Centre, treasurer of the Society for Environmental 
Communications, and editor of the fortnightly magazine, Down To Earth.
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