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Sir Paul Nurse is a British geneticist and cell biologist. He 
became the 60th President of The Royal Society in December 2010. As 
a geneticist, he studied the mechanisms which control the division and 
shape of cells. In 2001, he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physiology 
or Medicine for the discovery of the key protein regulators of the cell 
cycle. He has been Professor of Microbiology at the University of Oxford, 
CEO of the Imperial Cancer Research Fund and Cancer Research UK, 
and President of The Rockefeller University, New York. Since 2011, he has 
been Director and CEO of the Francis Crick Institute in London. Nurse 
has received the Royal Society’s Copley Medal (2005), the French Legion 
d’Honneur (2002), and is a Foreign Honorary Member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences (2006). He was knighted in 1999 for 
services in cancer research and cell biology.
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